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A Note from President Christine Currie 
 

As I sit here at the close of a cold dreich January day - yet another 

day spent indoors with no sign of the lockdown easing – 

surprisingly, my mood is buoyant, because despite all that we have 

come through, and all that lies ahead, I sense a feeling of positivity. 

 

As President of Greenock Burns Club, it was wonderful to receive 

so many phone calls and emails from you, the members, 

congratulating me and the Committee on how we managed to bring 

to you our 219th Annual Celebration, and thanking us for the 

Commemorative Booklet of the event, which meant that those who 

do not have the technology to view the Annual Celebration, could 

sit at home, relax and enjoy the words of the eminent speakers, 

Ronald Munton, who gave The Toast to The Mother Club, and 

Prof. Gerard Carruthers who gave the Immortal Memory.  Such has 

been the success, that there have been 1,999 views of the video on YouTube! 

 

So many people gave willingly of their time and expertise, in order that the event could 

happen, and I think that expresses how much our Club means to people and we should be 

proud of that fact, cherish the Club and promote it far and wide. 

 

The previous Newsletter we sent in December was just prior to an open Club Night held via 

Zoom, where Hon. Member Rev. Cannon Dr Joseph J Morrow, HM Lord Lyon, King of 

Arms gave a fascinating talk entitled ‘A New Coat for the Bard’. The evening was quite 

simply a triumph and we were joined by Burnsians from Canada, USA, and Russia, as well as 

many nearer to home, so I would encourage you to tune in to our next evening, to listen to 

another Hon. Member Lord Wallace of Tankerness, the details of which are in this 

newsletter. 

 

I am now on the home straight of my Presidential year and, although it has been like no other, 

I do hope that I have managed to take care of this Club during these strange times, ensuring 

that it is in fine fettle, when I pass the reins over to Iain in April. 

 

Do please join us in February; this is your club, so do support it in keeping the work of Burns 

alive and accessible. 

 

Take care and stay safe, 

 

Christine 
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We were saddened to hear that Allister Anderson had passed 

to his rest and reward .  Allister was President when I joined 

the Club and was an enthusiastic and popular leader and 

member.  His wife Elza was Club Secretary for a time and so 

they were very much a husband-and-wife team about the Club.  

At the Executive Committee meeting, President Christine 

Currie spoke in fond terms about how Allister had been a 

mentor for her and husband Alan and, indeed, got them to join 

the Club.  The rest, as they say, is history – he had just 

recruited 2 ‘Presidents to be’ and encouraged them and 

supported them along the way. 

 

Allister’s widow Elza provided our Secretary, Margaret 

Dickson, with this wonderful tribute to a real gentleman. 

 

Allister was born in Barrmill and Barrmill Jolly Beggars 

Burns Club always held a special place in his heart.  After leaving Beith Academy, where he 

was Dux Pupil and Sports Champion, he served an apprenticeship with Harland and Wolff at 

Finnieston, Glasgow - followed by two years in the Merchant Navy sailing with the Blue 

Funnel Line from Liverpool to the Far East. 

 

In  1964 (after his marriage to Elza Jamieson, whom he met in P 7) he started work with 

SSEB, first at Braehead Power Station, then at Yoker and then at Inverkip . When he had an 

offer of early retirement, at the age of 52, he decided to accept- a decision he never regretted. 

 

During his retirement he served as Secretary of the Burns Federation from  

1992- 1994. After some consultancy work at Longannet and Hunterston, he found the work 

he enjoyed most- as a tutor in adult literacy with Inverclyde Council. 

 

While in Inverkip, Allister joined the John Galt Speakers’ Club in Greenock, then was happy 

to become a member of Greenock Burns Club. He loved all the social activities of the Club - 

the Anniversary Dinner, St Andrew’s Night, Federation Conferences, (even committee 

meetings) but one of his favourite events was the Secondary Schools Burns Supper, which he 

helped to establish. He was also proud to wear the President’s chain in 1994 - 95. 

 

Continuing his love of Burns he joined Alloway  Burns Club on his move to Ayr and there he 

combined his love of the bard with the pleasure he found in choral singing.  Allister enjoyed 

singing in Inverkip Church choir and Castlehill Church choir. He also fulfilled (at different 

times) the role of Board Clerk and Treasurer at Inverkip Church. 

 

In his spare time Allister enjoyed listening to a wide range of music, reading (especially 

poetry) and gardening.   He also loved holiday visits to Ireland and Italy. 

 

First and foremost, Allister was a proud and loving family man- much loved by his five 

children and six grandchildren.  The words most appearing on sympathy cards seem to be 

very appropriate- wise, witty, courteous and always a perfect gentleman.  

 

 

Past President Allister Anderson 
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Club members were also saddened when 

news of Elizabeth Clark’s passing reached 

them.  She, and her husband Tom, always 

had the Club very much at heart.  I wasn’t 

privileged to have met Elizabeth, but I feel as 

if I knew her, having worked beside her son 

Douglas, a fellow member of staff in 

Newlands Junior College (NJC), for 5 years.  

Douglas spoke of his Mum a lot and, on 

behalf of NJC, visited St Petersburg in 2015 

in a bid to establish schools’ partnerships.  I 

am grateful to Margaret Kane, Margaret 

Dickson and Ann Fawbert – all Past 

Presidents of the Club for that which follows. 

Elizabeth was a lovely personality.  She was friendly and sociable and obviously very organised.  
Being a fit a sporty person, she was the envy of many of us.  Whilst quiet, kind, caring and modest she 

had a real impact on the world of Robert Burns, particularly in St. Petersburg. Elizabeth and her 

husband Tom were the Founder Members and Trustees of the St. Petersburg Forum, formed in 1995, 
for the purpose of establishing links and cultivating friendships between the people of Scotland and 

the Citizens of St. Petersburg. 

Among the many projects the Forum was involved in was the "Knowledge of Scotland" and "Burns 

Essay" Competitions for schools in St. Petersburg, the winners of which enjoyed a two week stay in 
Scotland staying with local families and attending many Burns Clubs throughout the country. We 

enjoyed the company of the young Russian students at many of our Club events. 

 
Club Members, Anne Fawbert, Margaret Kane, Sandra Dunbar, Isabel Renfrew, Margaret Dickson 

and the late Jean Allan were part of the group who visited St. Petersburg with Tom and Elizabeth in 
2006.  The trip included a packed programme of visiting schools and orphanages and attending 

schools' competitions. 

 
Sightseeing  included St. Catherine's Palace, The Russian National Library Exhibition dedicated  to 

Scotland, "My Birthplace of Valour, My Country My Worth",  Hermitage Museum,  St. Isaacs's 
Cathedral, the State Museum of History dedicated to the Siege of Leningrad, The Nutcracker Ballet at 

the Mussorgsky Opera and Ballet Theatre and very much more.     Tom, Elizabeth, Margaret Dickson 

and Ian Morrison of Erskine Burns Club even managed to take part in a game of Curling at the 
Palace of Sport. 

 
The highlight of the tour was a Russian Burns Supper held in the House of Friendship, hosted by Tom, 

with members of Greenock Burns Club taking part in the proceedings. Jean Allan read Greetings 

from Greenock Burns Club and the RBWF. Anne Fawbert delivered the Immortal Memory, giving her 
introduction in Russian, and Margaret Kane performed Burns songs.  Every part of the tour from 

beginning to end was organised by Elizabeth and there was never a hitch.   
 

Elizabeth was a member of many Burns Clubs however she always regarded Greenock Burns Club as 

her own. 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Clark 

 

Elizabeth Clark (2nd from right) with St 

Petersburg visitors at The Mother Club 
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Forthcoming Club Night on Zoom – Thursday 18th February at 730 pm 

‘A Life o’ Law and Politics’ by Lord Wallace 

 

 

Following December’s very successful Zoom Club 

Night, where we were given a most entertaining and 

instructive talk by our Honorary Member, The 

Reverend Canon Joseph John 

Morrow CBE KStJ QC DL, HM Lord Lyon, King of 

Arms, at the next Club Night on Zoom we have yet 

another Honorary Member to speak to us, namely, The 

Right Hon. James Robert Wallace, Baron Wallace of 

Tankerness, PC, QC, FRSE.   
 

Lord Wallace is a former leader of the Liberal 

Democrats in the House of Lords. He was 

formerly Leader of the Scottish Liberal Democrats, 

Member of Parliament for Orkney and 

Shetland, Member of the Scottish 

Parliament  for Orkney, the first Deputy First Minister 

of Scotland in the Scottish Executive and Advocate 

General for Scotland. He is Moderator Designate of 

the Church of Scotland for 2021. 

 

Of course, Joe entertained us at our last St Andrew’s Night in November 2019 and Lord 

Wallace at the Annual Celebration in January 2020. 

 
The joining instructions are: 
 
Greenock Burns Club is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 
Topic: Lord Wallace Lecture 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3873448721?pwd=bHN1bGY0L0Fia2lhdis2TWRINnJFdz0
9 
 
Meeting ID: 387 344 8721 
Passcode: 958296 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Reverend
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Reverend
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canon_(priest)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commander_of_the_Order_of_the_British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knight_of_Justice_of_the_Order_of_St_John
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen%27s_Counsel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deputy_Lieutenant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Privy_Council_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen%27s_Counsel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fellow_of_the_Royal_Society_of_Edinburgh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberal_Democrats_(UK)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberal_Democrats_(UK)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Lords
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Liberal_Democrats
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orkney_and_Shetland_(UK_Parliament_constituency)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orkney_and_Shetland_(UK_Parliament_constituency)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_of_the_Scottish_Parliament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_of_the_Scottish_Parliament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orkney_(Scottish_Parliament_constituency)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deputy_First_Minister_of_Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deputy_First_Minister_of_Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Executive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advocate_General_for_Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advocate_General_for_Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Scotland
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3873448721?pwd=bHN1bGY0L0Fia2lhdis2TWRINnJFdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3873448721?pwd=bHN1bGY0L0Fia2lhdis2TWRINnJFdz09
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Our Speaker 
 

Immediate Past President, Alan D Beck, had a question-and-answer session with Honorary 

President Lord Wallace and the transcription is below to tell you a little more about Lord 

Wallace and Burns. 

 

1. How did your interest in Burns develop? 

 

Not surprisingly, growing up in Dumfriesshire, there was always 

a ready awareness of Burns. I knew from a very early age that 

he’d written The Deil’s Awa’Wi the Exciseman above what was 

(and still is) a local fish and chip shop. My grandmother, who 

died before I was born, had a keen Burns interest and was one of 

the founders of the Annan Ladies’ Burns Club. My aunt was 

active in the Club and she, in particular, encouraged me to take an 

interest in his poetry. So, there was a strong family interest. When 

it became known that I was trying to learn Tam O’Shanter, the 

Ladies Burns Club invited me to recite it at a meeting, so I had a 

deadline, which I made. That led to attending my first Burns 

Supper when I was thirteen. School Burns Suppers followed, with 

the still painful memory of not being able to reach the top note in the Bonnie Lass of 

Ballochmyle. Invitations to speak in later years prompted further research and deepened my 

interest.  

 

2. What do you feel is his relevance to society today? 

 

There’s always a danger of selective quotation to justify many different standpoints. I recall 

before the 2014 referendum, protagonists on both sides quoting lines of verse to support their 

respective arguments. That prompted one journalist to say, “What does it matter? He’s deid. 

He doesn’t have a vote.” I thought that summed up the pointlessness of such quotation 

battles. 

 

More to the point is that his writing so powerfully captures the moods, the trials and 

tribulations, the joys, triumphs and tragedies which affect us all and have affected people 

down the ages. When it was claimed that Shakespeare had scaled the ‘highest peaks’ of 

literature, one commentator said about Burns, 

 

But Burns may be likened to the broad rolling plains of mankind’s triumph and travail. For 

here mankind weep and mourn, sing and rejoice, are born, beget their kind and die. In every 

stage of the journey from the cradle to the grave, Burns is triumphantly articulate.” 

 

I think it is because he articulates very human feelings in a very powerful and readily human 

and understandable way that he, and his work, have achieved ‘immortality’. 

 

3. Which of his works (or parts thereof) resonate most with you? 

 

That’s a really difficult question. Different moods and feelings bring to mind different lines 

and verses. 

 

As a narrative tale, Tam O’Shanter cannot be beaten.  



Greenock Burns Club (The Mother Club)      Newsletter February 2021                                         6 

 

As a believer in individual worth and freedom, ‘A Man’s A Man for A’ That’ is inspirational. 

And in a similar vein, as one of my Scottish heroes is Thomas Muir, I like to think that there 

is truth in the suggestion that Burns submitted ‘Scots Wha’ Hae’ to his publisher on the final 

day of Muir’s trial, adding a postscript, that he’d been inspired by “Bruce’s glorious struggle 

for Freedom, associated with the glowing ideas of some other struggles of the same nature, 

not quite so ancient.” 

 

I mentioned earlier that my aunt nurtured me on Burns poetry, and I readily recall evenings, 

probably in the latter part of January, when we would go through his works, and this verse - a 

lesson for living - always comes to mind when I think of those evenings: 

 

 

It's no in titles nor in rank;  

It's no in wealth like Lon'on bank,  

To purchase peace and rest:  

It's no in makin' muckle, mair;  

It's no in books, it's no in lear,  

To make us truly blest:  

If happiness hae not her seat  

An' centre in the breast,  

We may be wise, or rich, or great,  

But never can be blest;  

Nae treasures, nor pleasures  

Could make us happy lang;  

The heart aye's the part aye  

That makes us right or wrang.  

Epistle to Davie, A Brother Poet 

4.  Where do think his memory will be in 100 years from now? 

 

I trust it is not wishful thinking, but I very much believe that our descendants will still be 

marking the birthday of Robert Burns in 2121, and that the Mother Club will be in good 

health, celebrating the 320th anniversary of its foundation. 

 

I’ve already explained why I think is Burns is still relevant for today. His poetry still 

resonates because it relates so much to the human condition, which, in its basics, hasn’t 

changed over centuries, even millennia. That, I’m sure, will still be the case in a hundred 

years’ time. 
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We can speculate whether there will be a Burns Supper on the Moon, but if there is, I’d 

wager there will be haggis, neeps and tatties accompanied by a good dram. 

 

And if we have not taken sufficient care for our planet, the simple words describing the 

upturning of a field mouse’s nest – “man’s dominion breaking Nature’s social union” may 

take on even greater poignancy than it does today. 

 

5.  Why do you think it is important that we continue to promote the memory of 

Burns, both in Scotland and abroad? 

 

It is important that Scotland remembers one of its greatest sons. His poetry is a vital part of 

our culture and has helped to shape our identity. Let us not forget how much we owe to him 

for his considerable efforts in supporting the project of George Thomson in collecting old 

Scots songs and melodies, many of which are so familiar to us today. 

 

Also, at a time of political division, Robert Burns is a remarkably unifying figure. I have 

shared and enjoyed Burns Suppers with people from across the political spectrum. That is 

worth remembering and celebrating and a good reason to cherish his memory. 

 

In both Scotland and abroad, the memory of Robert Burns must surely continue to be 

promoted.  

 

In a world of mass communications, not to mention ‘fake news’, let us recall what William 

Wordsworth said of the Bard, 

 

“How verse may build a princely throne 

 On humble Truth”. 

 

And in a troubled and divided world, his words continue to give us all, at home and abroad, 

hope that  

 

“It’s comin yet for a’ that, 

That man to man the world o’er 

Shall brithers be for a’ that.”  

 

To promote these universal messages, we must surely promote the memory of Robert Burns. 

 

Charity Burns Supper for the Lord Mayor of Darlington 

Saturday 18th January 2021 

Convenor – Christine Currie 

 

Chris McEwan, the Lord Mayor of Darlington was born in Greenock 

but moved there when very young.  He still comes back to Greenock 

to visit relatives and is very proud to be a Greenockian by birth.   As 

part of his term of office, he has a number initiatives for which he 

raises money.  One Mayoral Charity is St Teresa’s Hospice and he 

decided to run a Charity Burns Supper to raise funds. 
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Chris did have a significant challenge, knowing little about Burns Suppers. He did the 

obvious thing for an estranged Greenockian and contacted the Greenock Telegraph to ask for 

help from The Mother Club!  President Christine Currie was contacted by a friend regarding 

the article that appeared in the Greenock Telegraph. The friend  knows The Mayor and his 

family and Christine agreed that her number be passed on to him. A few phone calls and 

Zooms later, we had a Burns Supper online. 

 

Meals were provided by a caterer in Darlington and delivered to the people who were 

‘attending’.  At 7pm we had a few introductions and words of welcome.  Then there was a 

hand over to our President who Chaired and was MC for the ‘Burns’ part of the evening.  

Initially she provided the background to the Club with a wee bit of our history and then the 

programme ran as follows: 

 

 
Piping Medley: Billy McCready (Club Piper) 

The Selkirk Grace: The Bishop of Durham 

Music and songs: The Laurettes 

Haggis piped in: Billy McCready (Club Piper) 

Address to the Haggis: Christine Currie (President) 

Music and Songs: John Roy Garrod 

Immortal Memory: Iain White (Senior Vice President) 

Music and Songs: John Roy Garrod 

Reading: Christine Currie (President) 

Music and songs: The Laurettes 

Auld Lang Sine 

 

President Christine explained that, at most Burns Suppers, two further toasts are given viz. 

one to the Lassies, where the attributes and the foibles of women are celebrated by a man in a 

humorous way. The reply to the toast is usually given by a woman, where she gets her own 

back and highlights not the foibles but the failings of men. 

 

The Laurettes are an acoustic duo made up of performers Lynette Beaton on Violin, piano 

and vocals and Lauren O’Donoghue on Guitar, Percussion and Vocals. Both of these highly 

qualified musicians have performed together all over the country and during lockdown 

started an online forum called ‘Inverclyde Lock Down’ providing a platform for virtual 

performances from musicians throughout the locale, and as a result have raised tens of 

thousands of pounds for charity.  

 

John Roy Garrod graduated from the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama in 2010 

as a composer and a flautist.  After graduating, John decided to extend his career 

opportunities and became a secondary school music teacher. He graduated in 2013 and is 

looking forward to a long career in teaching the subject for which he has a strong 

passion.passion.   He has never lost his love for singing, something he has done from an early 

age with various choirs and ensembles.  

 

The evening went down very well with those attending and those of us who performed had a 

good time.  We were all grateful to President Christine Currie who put in such a power of 

work before the event, never mind during it, to make sure that it was such a success.  The 

Mother Club ‘Virtual and Mobile Burns Supper’ is now up and running!!  
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We all received very kind letters of thanks from 

The Mayor and even got a big ‘write up’ in the 

Tele (left) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Past President Colin Rae Brown (1821 – 1897) 

Celebrating the Bicentenary of his Birth this Year 

Convenor – Iain White 
 

1. Something about the man 
 

Colin Rae Brown was born in Greenock on 19th December 

1821, son of James Brown and Marion Rae. He worked in a 

number of fields, including trade, publishing, and fine arts; 

he was a newspaper editor, poet and author, founding the first 

mass circulation paper in Scotland along the way.   

 

He was instrumental in the foundation of The Burns Club of 

London in 1868 and the Robert Burns World Federation in 

1885, the latter after he had a conversation with members of 

the Kilmarnock Burns Club who were visiting London.  

Given his background in publishing, it is no surprise that he 

was a key figure in the launching of The Burns Chronicle. 
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Colin Rae Brown was one of the pre-eminent members of the Committee that raised funding 

for the statue of Burns in Glasgow’s George Square and, after 

moving to London to develop his publishing interests on Fleet Street, 

he persuaded the millionaire John Gordon Crawford to buy and 

donate a copy of Steel’s Central Park statue for London’s 

Embankment in 1884.  One of his last ‘projects’ was the Statue of 

Highland Mary in Dunoon, unveiled in August 1896.  He also was 

the driving force behind the Burns Centenary celebrations in 

Glasgow in 1859 and the erection of the Wallace Monument in 

Stirling, which was completed in 1869.  

 

Clark McGinn, in his book ‘The Burns 

Supper: A Comprehensive History’ says of 

Colin Rae Brown, “There is possibly no 

more important figure in the history of the 

popularisation of the cult of Burns.” 

 

In Angus MacDonald’s Book ‘Greenock 

Burns Club (The Mother Club) 1801 -

2001,”  the author says, “His name [Rae 

Brown’s], in fact,  does not appear in the 

damaged club minutes till 1845 when he 

was appointed President, which position he 

was to hold again in 1847 – a remarkable 

achievement for one so young.”   

 

When Rae Brown died in 1897, he was cremated at Woolwich and then laid to rest in Highgate 

Cemetery, London.   

 

 

 

2. Our plans 

 

A subcommittee was set up and met first in December.  Since then, much has been achieved.  

Plans are underway, based on the ‘best possible’ scenario given the challenging COVID times 

in which we live.  We aim to 

 

• have a Celebration Dinner on Saturday 13th November in Greenock Town Hall 

• arrange the repair of a Rae Brown family gravestone presently lying in 3 pieces in the 

grounds of the Old West Kirk  

• link with The Burns Club of London and the Robert Burns World Federation because 

both organisations, like the Mother Club and, indeed, the Burns Movement owe so 

much to him 

• visit London on his anniversary weekend on 17th – 20th December for celebratory and 

commemorative events in partnership with The Burns Club of London 

• find and make contact with Rae Brown’s descendants to invite them to join us 

• publish a book to celebrate the man and the year’s events 
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3. Your involvement as a member 

 

We are keen that as many Mother Club members as possible take part in all of the events of 

the year – including the weekend in London.  Details will start to be with you soon! 
 

 

History of Club Storage and Display Premises 

Billy McCready (Past President) 

 
I am grateful to Billy McCready ,who wrote this slice of the Club History and passed it to me some time ago.  

Having told part of the story in the last Newsletter, I thought the membership in general would find the 

bigger picture interesting. 

 

1890 -  “The Parochial Board” of 

Greenock Council rented premises 

in Nicolson Street to Greenock 

Burns Club for £7 per year.  The 

premises were on the site where the 

Post Office was situated.  (opposite 

WW McClure solicitors) 

The Club held its management 

meetings here.  The growing 

collection of artefacts was displayed 

in the premises.  Artefacts had 

previously been stored in a 

mahogany box in the Commercial 

Bank in Gourock. 

During the Greenock blitz there was 

damage to the windows in the 

building, making it less than 

watertight. This was not recorded in the minutes until 1944.  Greenock Burns Club continued 

to occupy the premises until 1951 

1951 - the Council found that the building suffered from severe woodworm damage which 

caused some concern to the Club as it would probably have to vacate the premises. 

Storing of artefacts might have been possible in the McLean Museum. This was not 

concluded at the time.  The Club moved its management meetings to the Arts Guild. 

1953 - following renovation the Council raised the rent from £16 per annum to £20. 

There is a photograph in the exhibition and archive room in the Custom House showing the 

extensive collection of furniture and artefacts held in the room.  

1959 - the Council advised the Club it required the room for its own Public Health 

Departments and asked the Club to vacate the premises.  

There was no recognition or consideration by the Council that Greenock Burns Club had the 

use of the room for the best part of a century and was the oldest Burns Club in the world. 

It is intimated in the minutes of 1959, that all of the Club’s property was to be stored at the 

home of Mr. Ian. P. Graham of 8 Newark Street. (He owned the old Horse Shoe Bar in 

Kilblain Street and was known, affectionately, as ‘Skinny’.) 

The Committee examined premises at the Watt Library for storage, but these were found to 

be unsuitable.      Many artefacts were stored in members’ homes and the basement of the 

Municipal Buildings. During this time much of the collection was lost owing to various 

The Nicolson Street Club rooms 
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factors, for example, embers passed away.  Their families being unaware of the Burns Club 

relics, disposed of the books etc. 

1980 - the Club was given a small room in the Watt Library.  This was eventually opened in 

1983 and the collection remained there until 2012.  

2012 -  the Council gave Greenock Burns Club notice to vacate the premises as the room 

required repairs as did the rest of the building.  Arrangements were made to vacate the 

premises and remove all contents. It was assumed until then that the collection was under the 

insurance of the museum.   As alternative sites were being considered, insurance was always 

mentioned as a probable requirement. 

On behalf of the Committee, the Secretary (Margaret Dickson), Treasurer (Billy McCready) 

and Club Archivist (Margaret Kane) explored many alternative possible storage sites. The 

Club was offered storage in garage units, portacabins etc. -  all totally unsuitable.  

2009 - Secretary (Margaret Dickson) and Treasurer (Billy McCready)) met with the 

management team of Riverside Inverclyde to discuss possible storage space and a display 

area somewhere in Greenock.  Several meetings followed with many suggestions, such as the 

new “Arts Guild” – now the Beacon. 

Eventually Riverside Inverclyde generously offered us storage space in the basement of the 

Custom House which was accepted. The basement was not a working environment and was 

unsuitable for reading or research, although access could be gained when required. 

Preparation for the move from the McLean Museum took months - indexing, wrapping and 

packing books, pictures, and relics etc. A lot of hard work was carried out by members of the 

Club. 

2012 - the collection was moved to the basement of the Custom House in December 2012. 

During the time the materials were in the basement there had been some concern regarding 

deterioration of the books etc., and access by other companies using the same storage space. 

2014 - Secretary (Margaret Dickson) visited the premises of Inverclyde Trust in Port 

Glasgow industrial estate to buy gifts for her curling club. She noticed empty units in the 

premises which would be ideal for the Club collection. On further enquires, and consideration 

by the Committee, the Club was offered a room by Inverclyde Trust in a unit in Port Glasgow 

industrial estate. This was a more suitable environment for our collection and more accessible 

for club members.  

April 2014 - we moved the artefacts, unwrapped and emptied boxes and made a small 

display room in Port Glasgow.  Again, much hard work was carried out by members of the 

Club. 

The collection was in these premises for over a year and it proved to be an excellent facility. 

Unfortunately, due to unforeseen circumstances, the Trust required us to start paying a rent of 

approximately £250 per month which the Club just could not afford. Again, we had to move 

with the attendant packing, wrapping and 

indexing. 

2015 - following the union of Old West Kirk 

with other churches in the area, the Old West 

Kirk (left) was no longer to be used for church 

services.    

Secretary (Margaret Dickson) in conversation 

with Jimmy Fisher, (Buildings Convenor of the 

now Lyle Kirk, Esplanade and, incidentally, 

Secretary of Gourock Burns Club), asked if 

Greenock Burns Club could have use of some 

part of the church for storage of its collection. 
The Old West Kirk, Greenock Esplanade 
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A subcommittee of  the Secretary, Treasurer and Club Archivist  met with members of the 

Kirk Session  and sought permission for use of a storage and display area.  This was accepted 

and we moved into the premises in June of that year, again with the attendant packing, 

wrapping and indexing.   

This re -established the club’s historic link with Highland Mary and the connection with the 

Old West Kirk.  There was a small exhibition of artefacts on display in the church and the 

collection was stored there. 

A donation of £50 was given to Lyle Kirk as a goodwill gesture. 

October 2015 - during all the various relocations the Club maintained an excellent 

relationship with Riverside Inverclyde which was always aware that we were looking for 

permanent premises to display our collection. Ideally, we would have been delighted to have 

the use of office space in the new refurbished Custom House, however the Club was not in a 

position to pay rent. 

During the renovation of the Custom House, Riverside Inverclyde noticed they had space on 

the ground floor which had to be used as a fire escape for the premises. After discussion with 

members of Greenock Burns Club, the opportunity to use the wall space to display our 

artefacts was offered. 

A prerequisite of the offer was that Greenock Burns Club would be responsible for its public 

liability and contents insurance. This agreement is on file. 

A small subcommittee was formed to co-ordinate meetings between Riverside Inverclyde, the 

Burns Club and the appointed 

architects regarding exhibits and 

general layout of the exhibition.    

Its members were Alan Currie (Past 

President), Secretary (Margaret 

Dickson), Treasurer (Billy 

McCready) and Club Archivist 

(Margaret Kane)  

1st December 2017 - following 

more wrapping, unpacking and 

moving items from the former Old 

West Kirk to the Custom House, 

the Exhibition was officially 

opened. Much of the collection 

remained at the Old West Kirk. 

2020 - Owing to COVID-19 regulations, and Church of Scotland rules concerning the use 

and status of the building, combined with insurance complications, we were advised, if 

possible, to move the remaining part of the collection.  

The basement area in the Custom House required cleaning, organisation and to be made 

lockfast.  This was achieved.  Some of the archives from the Old West Kirk were moved to 

the Custom House basement on 23rd Oct 2020. The remaining parts of the collection were 

boxed on the 9th November and were removed to the Custom House on 24th November 2020. 

The emptying of boxes and organisation of contents will now start again!! 

 
Billy McCready (Past President) 2020 with slight update edit by Iain White (Senior Vice President) 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

The Exhibition and Archive Room, Greenock Custom House 
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The Future is Digital 

IT Convenor – Elliott McKelvie 

 

The Club’s heritage lottery award continues to 

provide exciting new opportunities. Our highly 

successful online Annual Celebration, launched on 

YouTube, on January 25th is an excellent example of 

how our digital strategy has helped us keep in touch 

with members and create online interest beyond 

Inverclyde and, indeed, Scotland. 
  
Further development plans are underway and will focus on several initiatives such as a new 

website, digitising some of our archive and furthering the club’s global reach via new online 

projects. 
  
The Exhibition and Archive room will shortly be equipped with scanners to enable us to 

share important and interesting content with a wider audience. We are currently in discussion 

with the University of Glasgow to arrange for literature students to work with the Club in 

order to assess and evaluate our collection of rare books. Their work will culminate in a 

symposium at which they will present their findings to members. 
  
The pandemic has undoubtedly brought forward the need for clubs and societies to find new 

ways of interacting with members and, in that respect, the timing of our heritage lottery 

award could not have been better.  
  
Any member wishing further information about our digital projects should email Elliott 

McKelvie at wemckelvie@outlook.com 
 

 

Successful Charitable Status Application 

Convenor – David Brown 

 

 Our application to become registered as a Charity with 

OSCR has been successful and our thanks go to Club 

Treasurer David Brown who has guided the Club through 

the process.  Our Charity Number is SC050627. 

 

Charitable status brings potential financial benefits to the 

Club as we modernise, streamline and develop our 

operations.  We hope to take advantage of these. 

 

 

 

Annual Membership Fees 2020-21 

 

Most members are up to date with their fees.  We shall still be pleased to receive any that are 

still to come in.  Although we are not meeting as normal, the Club still has expenses to meet 

and needs our financial support to keep up the good work.  The Fee for 2020-21 is £25.  

2021-22 fees will be payable immediately after the Club AGM in April. 

 

mailto:wemckelvie@outlook.com
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AGM 2021 

 

Obviously, it seems that we shall be unable to hold a traditional AGM this year – again.  

However, now we are all comfortable with the Zoom platform, the Executive Committee 

plans to hold the meeting online.   

 

Details will follow in March. 

 

 
Views expressed by individuals within this Newsletter  do not necessarily represent the views of Greenock Burns Club 
(The Mother Club).  I am grateful to President Christine Currie, Immediate Past President Alan D. Beck, Past President 
Billy McCready, Past President Margaret Dickson, Past President Margaret Kane, Past President Anne Fawbert, Elza 
Anderson and Elliott McKelvie for material supplied. I edited their contributions and wrote additional material. 
 
Iain White 
Senior Vice President  
Editor 
14th February 2021 


