
Lorem Ipsum Dolor Sit 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, ligula suspendisse nulla pretium, rhoncus 
tempor fermentum, enim ad vestibulum. 
In the past few months recognising the peculiar circumstances created by the
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Hello Cronies, welcome to our 
Christmas Newsletter. Your committee 
has been working hard to bring you 
this edition, and we hope it brings you 
good cheer, or cheers if you’ve got a 
glass in your hand. As I write this, the 
country is going in to a deeper 
lockdown, but surely there is a light at 
the end of the tunnel with the new 
vaccine rolling out. Let’s all take 
sensible precautions, and the vaccine, 
after all it’s a tiny prick. Now who was I 
thinking of? Hh yes, and let’s get back 
to normal or as close to it as your 
disposition allows. 

2020 has been an outrageous year, 
and one we will never forget, or indeed 
the people we have lost during it. The 
strength of the Scots is our stoicism, 
and ability to laugh, and by the 

Heavens we needed both! This year, much like my famous address to 
the Haggis, will never be forgotten and hopefully never seen again! If 
this continues, I’m going to take it personally! This must rank as the 
weirdest first year for any President and just have a moment’s pity for 
yours truly, the most unruly wooly man to wear the chain….or yank it! 
I’m feeling flushed already.

I look forward to meeting you all again and sharing a dram and a 
laugh together. Again, my thanks to the Committee for their boundless 
cheer and enthusiasm. 

I hope you enjoy this effort, the summation of the work of many 
incredible, talented people. Well this is our newsletter! 

Merry Christmas Cronies, and take the greatest of care.

Your resident President - Davie

Davie gets in the spirit - again
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ROBERT BURNS AND TARTAN 
It is a popular misconception that the Act of Proscription 1747, banned tartan. 
It was not actually banned, though the wearing of Highland dress was. The 
Repeal of the Act was enacted in 1782, just after Burns left Irvine and four 
years before the Kilmarnock Edition was published. 

We cannot know whether Burns wore tartans of brighter hue than the 
‘Shepherd’s Tartan’ at ceremonial occasions. It is clear he appreciated tartan as 
in the very poem where he gives form to his ‘muse’  "The Vision", written in 
1786 when Burns was 27 years old, it is surely most significant that he garbs 
his "native muse” Coila, in tartan. "Down flowed her robe, a tartan sheen, 'till half a leg was scrimply seen..."

Robert Burns from  
‘Epistle to Davie, a brother Poet’ 

“While winds frae aff Ben-Lomond blaw,  
An' bar the doors wi' driving snaw,  

An' hing us owre the ingle,  
I set me down to pass the time,  

An' spin a verse or twa o' rhyme” 

M e s s a g e f r o m C r a i g 
McWilton in response to 
the Video First c lass guys. 
Outstanding from everyone! President 
Davie intro and outro, Davie Boyle 
Scotland yet, the star and auld Lang syne, 
Duncan Weir , sometime coachbuilder first 
class reciter, Ian Duncan, Cuillans in my 
CD col lect ion between Creedance 
Clearwater Revival and The Doors, Jock 
Wilson, made for 581 and 581 made for 
him! Tom J, so much more than ma auld 
history teacher , much more, Chris the 
piper, there are not enough platforms for 
t h e m a n , C h i c S c o t t , m m m . . . . . 
Memorialising Matt McGinn and the 
kazoo, weapon of choice in the Calton😳 to 
the young technological geniuses who put 
it together! Have a drink roon the back🍻
581 will be back and a joy it will be. Can’t 
wait! 🏴 Stay safe and stay well.

http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/14.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/903.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1417.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1740.html
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Hanging on a wall of the Scottish National Portrait 
Gallery is the most well known representation of 
Scotland’s National Bard. Within a painted dark 
border an oval aperture reveals at its centre a 
young man dressed in the fashion of the day. He 
gazes off to the left in a three quarter profile 
position with dark hair and dark eyes, the 
brightness of the latter emphasised by two simple 
white dots. His demeanour shows an inner 
confidence and a slight knowing smile. Behind him 
an overcast sky and rugged country landscape. It 
shows a man at ease with his current status and 
also, literally, his background as a man of the land.


The portrait, known simply as “Robert Burns” was 
painted in 1787 using oils on canvas and measures 
approximately 13 inches wide by 15 inches high. 
The artist Alexander Nasmyth (1758-1840) was a 

great landscape artist who painted the portraits of 
the aristocracy and worked as a draughtsman, 
coming from a family of architects and house 
builders.


The painting itself was commissioned by the 
“worthy bookseller” William Creech for the 2nd 
edition of Poems, Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect 
(also known as the First Edinburgh edition, or 
Stinking edition). The first edition had been a 
considerable success and what was needed for the 
second was a publicity shot.


Burns was introduced to Nasmyth by Creech and 
the two became firm friends often walking together 
around Edinburgh. 


The painting was executed over 
several sittings and left unfinished 
as Nasmyth thought he had captured Burns 
likeness and spirit and any further work may have 
lessened what he had encapsulated. It was then 
given to the renowned engraver John Beugo in 
order to create a copperplate for the printing of the 
frontispiece of the second edition. Beugo had 
several further sittings with Burns in order to 
perfect the plate. Burns’ younger brother Gilbert is 
believed to have said that the engraving showed 
more expression and character than the painting.


In a letter to one of Burns’ early patrons, John 
Ballantine, Burns modestly and self disparagingly 
wrote: “I am getting my phiz done, by an eminent 
engraver, and if it can be ready in time, I will appear 
in my book looking like all other fools, to my title 
page”


As an aside, the illustration actually looks away 
from the title page of the first Edinburgh edition. It 
is the ‘pirated’ or unofficial Dublin edition, copied 
from the first Belfast edition that first shows Burns 
facing the title page.


The question of how accurate this depiction of 
Burns actually is will never be answered. There are 
only a few known portraits of The Bard and it will 
always be discussed as to which representation is 
most faithful. 


Regardless of the uncertainty over whether or not 

Nasmyth’s painting, that revealed the Bard of 
Ayrshire appearance to the world is a true likeness, 
whether it is fictionalised or 
romanticised, it is the universally 
accepted “phiz” of Burns. It is an 
image ingrained in Scottish 
culture, copied and reproduced 
again and again from its very 
inception.


More than just a painting, this 
work has transcended from being 
merely a portrait and has become 
an icon.

A Likeness of Robert Burns. - Stephen Mason
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ROBERT BURNS 
WORLD 

FEDERATION 
The Federation 
held its Quarterly 
Meeting in the 

middle of November when 
C&DBC secretary, Marc Sherland 
gave details of the progress made  
since the AGM. 

The St Andrew’s Day Lecture 
which was held on Zoom on both 
sides of the Ocean took place on 
27th November and giving the 
talk was Prof Patrick Scott who 
delivered a fascinating talk on 
Burns Manuscripts.  

The Yule Concert was staged on 
13th December and a wide range 
of young participants were drawn 
from Scotland, Canada and even 
Russia. 

On January 23rd the Federation 
will hold a massive online Burns 
Supper to which you are all 
invited (See the poster).. 

The Federation are planning 
many surprises including our 1st 
Ambassador, Sir Geoff Palmer and 
a new tartan, so keep your eye on 
the website : www.rbwf.org.uk

Brilliant Burns Bytes 
Rabindranath Tagore, in 1913 became the first Asian 
to win the Nobel Prize for literature and has the 
accolade of writing two national anthems: India's “Jana 
Gana Mana” and Bangladesh's “Amar Shonar Bangla”. 
He was also a fan of the work of Robert Burns, 
translating and adapting “Auld Land Syne” for his most 
popular song “Purano Shei Diner Kotha”. 

Researching Burns Songs - David Stewart 
I	 would	 like	 to	 like	 to	 consider	 the	
commendable	 work	 undertaken	 by	 the	
late	 American	 composer,	 Serge	 Hovey,	
who	 devoted	 a	major	 part	 of	 his	 career	
to	 research	 in	 relation	 to	 the	 Songs	 of	
Robert	Burns.	
Serge	 Hovey	 set	 himself	 the	 task	 of	
researching	 the	 original	 tunes	 for	 the	
Burns	Songs	with	 two	different	 types	of	
arrangements:-	
a) Simple	Piano		
b) More	 complex	 arrangements	 used	

in	 the	 well	 known	 recordings	 on	
seven	 cd’s	 sung	 by	 Jean	 Redpath,	
Scottish	 singer.	 Serge	 Hovey	
decided	 to	 produce	 a	 deIinitive	
edition	 of	 all	 324	 songs	 attributed	
to	Burns.	

His	 arrangements	 of	 the	 songs	 were	 solidly	 based	 in	 research	 on	 both	
Johnson’s	Scots	Musical	Museum	and	earlier	collections.	
On	a	sad	note,	Serge	Bovey	for	the	last	twenty	years	of	his	life	struggled	with	a	
degenerative	 illness,	 breathing	 with	 a	 ventilator,	 communicating	 using	 a	
computer,	and	then	by	eye	movement.	
Serge	Hovey’s	widow	Esther	and	son	David	prepared	the	settings	and	notes	
for	155	Burns	Songs,	for	publication	in	two	volumes	of	‘Robert	Burns’	Songs.		
The	writer’s	view	is	that	the	‘Simple	Piano’	arrangements	were	challenging	to	
play.	
The	Archive	of	Serge	Hovey’s	work	in	relation	to	Burns	is	preserved	at	

the	 University	 of	 South	 Carolina,	 with	 his	 son	
Daniel	 donating	 papers,	 musical	 scores,	
recordings	and	books	to	the	library.	
Hamish	 Henderson,	 School	 of	 Scottish	 Studies,	
Edinburgh	University,	referring	to	Serge	Hovey’s	
arrangements	of	Burns	Songs	commented	that	it	
seems	 to	 me	 that	 we	 have	 here	 an	 out	 of	 the	
ordinary	artistic	phenomenon	and	a	 formidable	
achievement.	
It	 is	 a	 challenge	 for	 the	 writer	 to	 play	 all	 324	
Burns	 Songs	 on	 the	 piano,	 with	 some	 progress	
being	 made	 playing	 some	 of	 the	 lesser	 known														
	 Burns	Songs.
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