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President’s Message

G reetings one and all!!!  
I hope you are enjoying this most unusual 
year.  
We were all saddened to learn of the passing 
of Dr. Tony Grogan on June 5, 2020. Tony 
was a true Scot and was a very much loved, 
faithful, long term member of the Winnipeg 
Robert Burns Club. We will miss his smiling 
face and his determination to lead in singing 
“Flower of Scotland” at the end of our lunch-
eon meetings. Our thoughts and prayers continue to be with Renate 
and family. We will miss Tony, the Winnipeg Robert Burns Club 
and, indeed. the world is not the same without him. 
More recently, we learned of the passing of Mary-Lou Vail on Octo-
ber 17, 2020. Mary-Lou was a former member of the Winnipeg Rob-
ert Burns Club, A sympathy card has been sent to her family on be-
half of the club. 
It is unfortunate that we have not been able to gather as a group for 
the last 9 months and likely  we will not be able to gather until well 
into 2021, So, as a special gift to each one of you, we invite you to 
go and have a coffee (or something) on the Winnipeg Robert Burns 
Club as we will not be collecting membership dues this year. That’s a 
huge saving of $8.00. If you have already paid, your membership 
will be credited for next year’s membership. 
Since we are in the middle of a COVID-19 pandemic, I decided to do 
a little research into what diseases were prevalent when Robert Burns 
was alive. The most widespread was Rheumatic Fever, which was 
the cause of Robert Burns demise, along with Influenza (sound fa-
miliar), Cholera, Smallpox and Typhus. It seems that the most com-
mon “cure” for all of them was 
“Mother Gin”. Not sure how 
effective that was!!!! 
Before the pandemic hit and the 
world went crazy, we were, for-
tunately, able to have our An-
nual Burns Dinner on January 
25, 2020. The dinner was well 
attended and enjoyed by about 
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80 people.  
Our Immediate Past President proved to be an 
excellent MC, he kept the evening moving. 
Our Keynote speaker, Bobby Kane, Past 
President of the World Federation, enter-
tained us with a humorous and sincere Im-
mortal Memory Tribute to Robert Burns, 
delivered with his lilting Scottish accent. 
Address to the Haggis was ably delivered 
by Colin Harris and the Toast to the Las-
sies and response were given by Charles 
and Darlene Cameron. Other participants 
were Toast to Canada by Linda Hiebert, 
Haggis carriers Shelley Killeen and Ron Miller.  
Entertainment was provided by the Flying Haggis 
(Alumni) Showband and, of course, our faithful 
Club Piper Kirby McCrae was present and on du-
ty throughout the evening. 
We did have a few complaints about the sound 
and we will be trying to rectify this for future 
Burns Dinners. 
While we were unable to meet through most of 
the spring and summer, 22 of us were able to 
meet at the Burns Statue in the grounds of the 
Leg. on July 19 for our annual Burns Memorial.  

We began the memorial with a moving tribute to 
Dr. Tony Grogan delivered by Chris Halliday. 

This was followed by a musical tribute as 
our piper, Kirby McCrae, played “Flower of 
Scotland”.  Wreaths were laid by Joyce Al-
len on behalf of the club and Colin Harris 
on behalf of RBANA. The Eulogy was giv-
en by Linda Hiebert. A special Lifetime 
Membership Award was presented to Jean 
Lindsay by our Membership Chair Charles 
Cameron. Poems were read by Janet 
Thompson, Colin Harris and Charles Cam-
eron (if I missed anyone – I apologise) and 

needless to say our piper was there to support and 
add to the event. 
Following the Memorial, 18 of us went to Fionn’s 
at Grant Park for Fish and chips. 
Not too much more can be said about the year that 
almost wasn’t. I hope we can soon gather again as 
a group. Meanwhile, stay safe and enjoy these 
different times and new normal. 
Take care and have a happy St Andrews day.  
 
Looking forward to seeing you once again 
Joyce Allen, President 

Pandemic Claims Burns Club Calendar 

A s with organizations elsewhere in North America, 
and, indeed the world, the normal activities of the 
Winnipeg Robert Burns Club have been put on hold. 
As the numbers early in the summer began to fall to 
the point where we were almost at zero, we were opti-
mistic that we might be able to hold our luncheon 
meetings in a safe manner, though we had already take 
steps toward postponing or cancelling our Burns Sup-
per.  We were, of course, able to hold our Memorial 
Service. 
However, as the cases began again to climb, members 
were expressing their concerns, and we postponed the 
AGM which was to have been held last month.  The 
Board then agreed to cancel all our events, with a hope 

that we would be able to gather 
again at the statue in July. 
As indicated in the President’s 
Message above, the cancelation 
of the year has led to a hiatus in 
membership dues. 
If we are able to reconvene in 
October 2021 for our Annual 
General Meeting it will mark the 
beginning of the second year of 
the current Board’s term, post-
poning the elections to 2022. 
The Board of Directors hope all 
members stay safe and will return to us next fall.    

President’s Message continued
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I t has been customary for a report to be given of 
the annual conference of the Federation.  Obviously, 
circumstances did not permit the normal gathering, 
but a meeting was held, virtually, using Zoom tech-
nology.  While the club was represented by Record-
ing Secretary Colin Harris our report this year is 
courtesy RBANA, and Calgary Burns Club, Presi-
dent  Henry Cairney. 
The full report can be read in the RBANA Tattler. 
 
The RBWF changed its board on the 1st September 
2020 where Brian Goldie stepped down into the Past 
President position, Marc Sherland, Henry Cairney 
and Alan Beck were installed as President, Senior 
Vice President and Junior Vice President, respective-
ly. 
It is an unusual year in many ways for the 
world in general with the COVID-19 pan-
demic taking a firm grip. Social distancing 
and laws in all countries have hampered 
the whole board in many ways. The Presi-
dential team are unable to visit and social-
ize representing the Federation in any offi-
cial manner, and only via ‘Virtual’ gather-
ings which has now become the normal 
for not only the RBWF, but the world in 
general. 

Marc, Henry and Alan took an oath when they were 
installed which was: 

I give my oath that I will uphold the honour 
of the Robert Burns World Federation by 
word and deed and will endeavour through-
out my term in office to promote, educate 
and celebrate the life and works of Robert 
Burns, the Scots Language and our culture 
of  universal brother and sisterhood.  

The RBWF values the relationship between our-
selves and all associated organisations the world 
over, and in particular RBANA where we have close 
ties to them and their member clubs. We wish every-
one a safe and healthy future in an ever-changing 
world. 

New President Marc Sherland flanked by JVP Alan Beck (l) and SVP Henry Cairney (r)  

Federation Report 

With the world going virtual, RBANA too has 
moved with the times.  Since the virtual AGM in the 
late Spring the decision to hold periodic meetings of 
RBANA members has been taken.  The latest of 
these will be held November 21, 2020 (Which would 
have been our luncheon date), and held using Zoom 
technology, which can be downloaded for free.  
As the club are members of RBANA, members of 
the club are welcome to participate.  Recording Sec-
retary Colin Harris is a Canadian Director and will 
be on the call. 
The meeting will convene at 3:00 p.m. Mountain 
Standard (Calgary) Time, 4:00 in Winnipeg.  It will 

include updates 
from the Board, and 
entertainment. 
A formal invitation 
will be sent out by 
RBANA Secretary 
Mathew Hill in the 
coming days.  That 
invitation will be 
forwarded to club members as soon as it is received.  
For reasons of security it is important to register with 
Mathew in order to participate. 

RBANA To Hold Virtual Members Meeting 
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I n a peaceful and serene moment, 
while holding wife Renate's hand, 
former RBANA President Dr Tony 
Grogan smiled at a joke only he could 
hear, and took a last calming breath. 
Tony was born in 1935 in Milngavie. 
He went to school at St. Aloysius Col-
lege in Glasgow, before attending 
Medical School at Glasgow Universi-
ty. 

While working at Glasgow Infirmary, a young nurse caught his 
eye, and he was on a mission! He finally wore her down, and 
Tony and Renate were married in 1962. Over the next five 
years they had three children, Alastair, Peter and Marion. 
In 1969, the family moved to Bothwell, Scotland, where they 
lived until immigrating to Teulon, MB, Canada in 1980. 
Tony's deep love of sailing, flying and of all things Scotland, 
never left him. 
He was an active and proud, and Honorary member of the Win-
nipeg Robert Burns Club; as well as being Past President of 
RBANA and was especially proud when, in 2018, was hon-
oured as a Life Member in the St. Andrew's Society of Winni-
peg. 
Tony's achievements were many, but he was probably best 
known for his sense of humour and practical jokes - to which 
NO ONE was immune. He felt it was especially important to 
make his patients feel comfortable and took immense enjoy-
ment from finding new and creative ways to put them at ease. 
Tony and Renate made many good friends after moving to 
Canada. He held you all in the highest regard. And although 
thousands of miles apart, Tony and Renate maintained a close 
relationship with their lifelong best friends, Vincent and Mar-
garet Madill, and visited and travelled with them at every op-
portunity. 
Tony was fiercely proud of his kids, Alastair, Peter and Mari-
on; grandkids, Morgan, Adrian, Kate, Alexander, Tessa and 
Colin; and great-grandson Théo. He took great pleasure in their 
every achievement and was most happy and content when sur-
rounded by his family 
Many tributes were received by the Winnipeg club, and for-
warded to Renate. 
They include Federation President Brian Goldie who said, 
“Although I met him only briefly, I am happy to say that I rec-
ognised him for the person he was, a nice guy and a good Burn-
sian.” 
Ronnie O’Byrne called him “a good man with a big heart” 
Robert Boyd, who succeeded Tony as RBANA President relat-
ed “Tony honored us by giving the Immortal Memory at the 
Houston Heather & Thistle Society Burns Supper one year. 
Afterwards one of our members rushed up and said, “Dr 

Grogan I’d like to thank you first for a great speech, and sec-
ondly for fixing my sore back when you made a house call in 
Blantyre over fifty years ago”! 
A private funeral was held, due to Covid 19, but an outdoor 
gathering was held in Teulon.  Past President Colin Harris, for-
mer RBANA Secretary-Treasurers Janet Thompson and Don 
Rennicks, along with his wife Diane and Past Club President 
Charles Cameron, and his wife Darlene were among those who 
attended. 

A Toast to Absent Friends 

M ary Lou passed away 
peacefully at Heritage Lodge 
after a brief illness at the age of 
89 years. 
She was predeceased by par-
ents, Anne and Gerald Erskine; 
brother Arthur, nephew Pat-
rick, niece Leslie and several 
cousins. Mary Lou is survived 
by her daughter Brenda Ann, 

sister Dorothy (Dave Jowett); nephews, Jeff, Greg and Doug 
Jowett; niece Julie Teixeira; cousins, Marilyn Marshall and 
James (Bud) Kelly; as well as several great and great-great-
nieces and nephews. 
Growing up on Lipton Street, Mary Lou attended Laura 
Secord and Gordon Bell schools, graduating from the Univer-
sity of Manitoba with a BSc HEC in 1953 and B Ped in 1954. 
After marriage and living in Fort Garry, she taught elemen-
tary school in Winnipeg and Boston. Accompanying her hus-
band in his academic pursuits, they lived in England and 
Scotland, and toured much of Europe.  
Active in her community, Mary Lou volunteered for several 
organizations, was an accomplished figure skater and judge, 
member of Zeta Tau Alpha Sorority, Robert Burns Club, and 
the Winnipeg Steel Orchestra. 
Mary Lou was always generous, establishing a Bursary in 
Education (University of Manitoba) to fund students in finan-
cial need, and the "Erskine - Vail Family Fund" through the 
Victoria General Hospital.  
In 2015 at the onset of dementia, she resided at Riverwood 
Square and for the past month, at Heritage Lodge. Thank you 
to those for their care.  
Cremation has taken place and a family Celebration of Life 
will take place at a later date.  

Dr J. A. (Tony) Grogan                    
 Nov 24, 1935—June 5, 2020 

Mary Lou Vail (nee Erskine) 
 Oct 23, 1930—Oct 17, 2020 
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Looking Back:  

The Early Years of the Winnipeg 
Robert Burns Club 

A  couple of articles in the 1980 edition of the Burns Chronicle detail the beginnings of our club; 
our founding, and the first Burns Supper.  With the kind permission of the Burns Federation, Presi-
dent Marc Sherland, and Literature Convenor Mike Duguid. we reprint those articles as they then ap-
peared. 

T HIS article was first published in January 1923 in the Ca-
nadian Scotsman (a newspaper under the patronage of the 
Scottish Organisation of the Dominion of Canada), and it 
seems quite appropriate, in the year of the first Canadian Con-
ference, (The Federation Conference was held in London ON 
that year) to look back to the origins seventy years ago of one 
of Canada's most active clubs, No. 197. Thanks are due to the 
Club Secretary, Mr. E. R. Evans, for a sight of this article.-

R ecently being in the company of a few natives from 
'the wee bit land far ayont the sea' the subject of the Win-
nipeg Burns club came up for discussion, and the state-
ment was made that a certain gentleman was the founder 
of this club. It so happened that there was present one 
who was conversant with the full details, and the writer 
was requested to give the true story of the formation. Be-
fore giving this information it might be interesting to the 
readers of the Canadian Scotsman to have the story of a 
Burns supper which was held previous to the founding of 
the Winnipeg Burns club. In the year 1907 a few Scots-
men employed in the C.P.R. shops at Weston got the 
Burns fever and at a meeting it was resolved that they 
celebrate January 25th in a suitable manner. A committee 
was appointed to make full arrangement, but the manage-
ment of every hotel and other suitable place sidestepped 
the proposition. This Burns supper proposition was some-
thing that they had never heard of and, unlike Steve Bro-
die, they were not taking any chances. However, after 
weary days the management of Noble's Hotel agreed, and 
it was arranged that the supper would be on the table at 8 
o'clock, and all the guests were there right on time. Ow-
ing, the management explained, to unforeseen circum-
stances, the supper was delayed until 10.30, with the re-
sult that the bar of the hotel did a land sale business and 
the admirers of the poet Burns were in fine fettle for the 
supper. Everything went along in good shape. Lieut.-Col. 
Grassie proposed the 'Immortal Memory' but the climax 

was reached when 
the gentleman who was entrusted with the reply to the 
toast of 'The Land We Left' rose to make his oration. It is 
the usual routine to praise and embellish this toast, but the 
guest broke virgin soil, and was foolhardy enough to tell 
a gathering of Scotsmen who had been imbibing of the 
cup that cheers that Scotland as a country was done; it 
was no good, and that was the reason they were in Cana-
da. Needless to say, the fat was in the fire, and it looked 
as if a hurry call would have to be sent into James St., but 
order was restored after it was explained that the speaker 
was only referring to that part of Scotland he was ac-
quainted with. Altogether, the supper came in the same 
category as the story that is told of the elder of the kirk 
who was helped out of the ditch and, on being asked 
where he had been, remarked that he did not know wheth-
er he had been among those present at a funeral or a wed-
ding but, anyhow, it was a grand success. Next fall the 
same band of what might be termed adventurers had an-
other meeting and arranged to form a Burns club. A tele-
phone directory was obtained and all subscribers with a 
name which was reckoned Scotch received a postcard 
requesting their presence at a meeting in the St. Andrew's 
Society rooms, which at that time were located on Garry 
St. just south of Portage Ave. There was an exceedingly 
poor turnout, only the faithful few being present, and but 
for the fact of the Caithness Association holding a meet-
ing in the rooms at the same time it is questionable 
whether the Burns club would have materialised at that 
time. However, with the assistance of the Caithness, who 
are the pioneers of the county associations in Winnipeg, a 
club was formed that night, the writer being appointed 
secretary and treasurer. Manitoba Hall was secured for 

The Beginnings of Winnipeg Burns 
Club 
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the supper, to be held Jan. 25th 1908-a Saturday night-
and a guarantee given to Mr. Zimmerman that 100 would 
be present. Dr. C. W. Gordon ('Ralph Connor') agreed to 
propose the 'Immortal Memory', and the late Dr. Dunbar 
was the chairman. It was not plain sailing. We bumped 
into rocks and met with many rebuffs and refusals from 
men with very Scotch names. On the morning of the sup-
per at 11.30 there was a grand total of 17 tickets sold, and 
as we had guaranteed 100 to the purveyor things did not 
have a rosy hue. I interviewed Mr. Zimmerman at 12 
o'clock and explained conditions, but naturally he had 
made all arrangements and expected to be paid. The writ-
er then saw Mr. J. T. Speirs and the late Mr. Haliburton, 
who gave evidence of their sincerity by giving their 
names, covering all expenses which would be incurred. 
Hats off to our friends! In company with a Mr. W. B. Fra-
ser we canvassed all afternoon, and at 7 o'clock on Satur-
day evening, Jan. 25th, 1908, 108 persons were present at 

the first supper ever held under the auspices of the Winni-
peg Burns club, and a standard was set that night that has 
always been the aim of the club to endeavour to eclipse. 
You will understand this supper was held B.P., and the 
refreshment part was very important. Thanks to Messrs. 
Graham and Kidd this end was carefully looked after by a 
generous donation. The old Crimean veteran, John Mac-
kay, led the parade of the 'haggis' and we were fortunate 
in having the services of Mr. Robert Meikle, the eminent 
singer, who had just arrived in Winnipeg, who sang 'A 
Man's a Man for a' That' in a manner which has not been 
excelled in the city of Winnipeg. I could give further de-
tails on the founding of this club, but I consider that I 
have given enough of the inside history. The following 
gentlemen composed the committee: Dr. W. A. Dunbar, 
W. Bruce, J. K. Fraser, D. M. Speirs, D. Mawson, Alex. 
Smith, W. Dodds and James Gilchrist, Sec.-Treas.  

T he first anniversary celebration of the birthday of 
Robert Burns, under the auspices of Winnipeg Burns club 
was held in Manitoba Hall, Portage Ave., on Saturday 
night, Jan. 25, 1908. The address of the evening 
(according to routine, 'The Immortal Memory of Burns') 
was delivered by Dr. C. W. Gordon (Ralph Connor). That 
great, old, leal and true Scot, the late Dr. W. A. Dunbar, 
president of the Burns club, was in the chair. The tickets 
cost $1.50, just about the same as today-but-well-that was 
the price. There was a large attendance and the proceed-
ings passed off with the utmost bonhomie-according to 
Johnnie McConnachie. On this occasion Dr. Gordon 
made one of the best declarations on Burns that has ever 
been heard in Winnipeg. He referred to one of the poet's 
master-pieces, 'The Cottar's Saturday Night,' and said: 'If 
Burns had written nothing else than that, it would be fit-
ting for Scotsmen to gather once a year wherever they 
might be, to honor the poet and to perpetuate his 
memory.' The average Scotsman is sentimental, if nothing 
else, and Mr. William Grassie, in replying to 'Scotland,' 
struck the proper key. 'If his first associations formed 
amid the scenes of Scottish rural life, as his early years 
had been spent, and time passed and the years accumulat-
ed upon his head, his thoughts would turn instinctively to 
his native land-in the words of Burns, 'Time but the im-
pression deeper makes, as streams their channels deeper 
wear.' Our own (the late) J. P. Robertson, spoke in a remi-
niscent strain in proposing 'Canada', and incidentally re-
called the interesting fact that in the year Robert Burns 
was born-1759-Fraser's Highlanders were helping to 

place the freest flag in the world over Canada. Dr. Bryce, 
in replying, spoke of Scot-and's great interest in Canada, 
and of the great welcome that waited the Scotsmen com-
ing here; in the Hudson's Bay company, although it was 
an English company, there were 51 per cent of its officers 
Scotsmen-there was room for all who wanted to come, 
and, indeed, for the entire population of Scotland. Dr. 
Bryce was toasted after he finished speaking, and was 
treated to some cheering and the singing of 'Will Ye No' 
Come Back Again?'. The toast of 'Kindred Societies' was 
replied to by Thomas Fairbairn. He hoped it would not be 
long until there was a regular Scottish hall established in 
Winnipeg, and also a monument to Robert Burns. Anoth-
er thing he hoped soon to see was the organisation of a 
Highland regiment in the city. Major Macdonald, D.S.0., 
in a short speech, and D. Mackay, an old 'Forty-two' vet-
eran, said they hoped to see the day when the kilts would 
be as familiar in Winnipeg as the black uniforms of the 
bold Ninetieth. The musical program had to be some-
what cut down owing, as the late Dr. Dunbar said, to the 
'alleged wholesale desecration of the Sabbath day, for it 
would hardly do for Scotsmen to break the law'. The mu-
sical program included: J. B. Guthrie, Davie McCulloch, 
Alex Smith William Curr, Thomas Shankie, wi' his fid-
dle, and Robert T. Meikle, who got a flattering reception 
on singing 'A Man's a Man for a' That'.  
Just another item that comes to mind-Lachie Collie head-
ed the haggis parade with honors; but when auld John 
Mackay, the veteran, with drawn sword, attempted to cut 
the bag, it wadna cut and somebody brocht a ham knife.  

THEM WAS THE DAYS  

The Beginnings of Winnipeg Burns Club continued 


